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The t a l e  t h a t  I am about t o  t e l l  i s  n o t  a ma t te r  o f  conce i t .  I have been 

nominated severa l  t imes f o r  t h e  p r i z e  and have been t o l d  innumerable t imes 

t h a t  I should have had a Nobel Prize--and my r e a c t i o n  has been t h a t  I would 

r a t h e r  have my f r i e n d s  say I should have had one than t o  g e t  the  p r i z e  and 

have people say behind my back, "he go t  i t  b u t  d i d n ' t  deserve i t ." Moreover, 

I ' v e  received many compensating awards, t h e  respec t  o f  my f e l l o w  s c i e n t i s t s ,  

and t h e  a b i d i n g  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  knowing t h a t  I have g iven immunology a few 

smal l  pushes t h a t  have helped prope l  i t  i n t o  t h e  persuasive and pervas ive  

s c i e n t i f i c  p o s i t i o n  i t  holds today. I bear no resentment t o  the  Nobel 

Committees and my sympathies a r e  w i t h  them, f o r  they  cannot p o s s i b l y  reward 

more than a minute percentage o f  t h e  vas t  amount o f  s o l i d  s c i e n t i f i c  d iscovery  

t h a t  has been inc reas ing  almost e x p o n e n t i a l l y  s ince  the  Pr izes  were esta- 

b l i shed .  So l e t  me ge t  on w i t h  my s to ry .  

I n  1926 James B. Sumner, Professor  o f  Physiology and Biochemist ry  a t  

Cornel1 U n i v e r s i t y ,  pub l i shed t h e  f i r s t  astounding r e p o r t  t h a t  an impor tan t  

enzyme, urease, which breaks down urea t o  ammonium carbonate, could be i so -  

l a t e d  from j a c k  beans i n  pure c r y s t a l l i n e  form and was a t y p i c a l  p r o t e i n  

ins tead o f  a myster ious substance o f  unknown s t r u c t u r e ,  as a l l  enzymes were 

thought  t o  be a t  t h a t  t ime. I n  f u l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  importance o f  h i s  

f i n d i n g  he took a boat  t o  Sweden and made t h e  rounds, t e l l i n g  members o f  t h e  

Nobel committees what he had done and t h a t  they  owed him a Nobel P r i ze .  Th is  

e g o t i s t i c a l  d i r e c t  approach so angered t h e  Swedes t h a t  f o r  many years they  

refused t o  cons ider  h im f o r  an award. I n  t h e  meantime my f r i e n d  Arne 
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T i s e l i u s ,  who had become d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Biochemical  I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  Univer-  

s i t y  o f  Uppsala, asked me t o  go w i t h  h im t o  see Professor  L i l j e s t r a n d ,  t h e  

powerfu l  sec re ta ry  o f  t h e  Nobel committee, o f  which Arne was a l s o  a member. 

Professor  L i l  j e s t r a n d ' s  consent was considered e s s e n t i a l  be fore  anyone c u l d  be 

approved f o r  an award. Accord ing ly  we went t o  see t h e  gentleman, b u t  

remembering Sumner's f a t e ,  I was very  r e t i c e n t  about my own work, l e a v i n g  i t  

t o  Arne t o  do propkganda f o r  me i f  he wished t o .  I had the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t he  

i n t e r v i e w  was going bad ly  and t h i s  was conf i rmed when i t  had no r e s u l t .  But 

t h e r e  i s  a sequel :  years l a t e r ,  when Arne asked me whether they  should g i v e  a 

p r i z e  t o  Wendell Stanley f o r  c r y s t a l l i z i n g  tobacco mosaic v i r u s ,  a corn 

cob-shaped p r o t e i n ,  and t o  John Northrop, who, w i t h  Kuni tz ,  had c r y s t a l l i z e d  

severa l  enzymes and t h e i r  i n h i b i t o r s ,  I said,  "o f  course, b u t  how can you do 

i t  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  Sumner a share?'' So, some twenty years a f t e r  Sumner's 

epoch-making d iscovery,  j u s t i c e  was done and I had t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  f e e l i n g  

t h a t  I had a t  l e a s t  helped someone e l s e  g e t  a Nobel Pr ize .  
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